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CHANGES IN 2005 - 2006
The following is a list of new HOV facilities which opened in the year 2005/2006:

• In February 2005, 6.4 lane-miles of carpool lanes opened on the San Bernardino Freeway
(Route 10) between Baldwin Ave and San Gabriel River Freeway (Route 605).

• In May 2006, 10.2 lane-miles of carpool lanes opened on the San Diego Freeway (Route
405) between Century Boulevard and Imperial Highway (Route 90).

• In August 2006, 12.4 lane-miles of carpool lanes opened on the Antelope Valley Freeway
(Route 14) between Pearblossom Hwy and Avenue P-8.

The following is a list of HOV facilities under construction in the year 2006:

• San Diego Freeway (Route 405), 1.6 lane-miles of carpool lane between Burbank
Boulevard and Ventura Boulevard, northbound direction only.  Expected to open in October
2006.

• Pomona Freeway (Route 60) / Orange Freeway (Route 57) HOV lane direct connector, 5.2
lane-miles.  Expected to open in July 2007.

• San Diego Freeway (Route 405), 2.7 lane-miles of carpool lane between Santa Monica
Freeway (Route 10) and Waterford, southbound direction only.  Expected to open in
September 2007.

• San Diego Freeway (Route 405), 7.2 lane-miles of carpool lanes between Marina Freeway
(Route 90) and Santa Monica Freeway (Route 10).  Expected to open in December 2007.

• Golden State Freeway (Route 5), 12.4 lane-miles of carpool lanes between Ronald Reagan
Freeway (Route 118) and Antelope Valley Freeway (Route 14).  Expected to open in
August 2010.

HOV lane legislation:

• Assembly Bill 2628 (AB 2628) was signed by the Governor and became law on January 1,
2005, with a sunset date of January 1, 2008.  This bill allows hybrid vehicles meeting
specified criteria to use the High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number
of occupants.  The Department of Motor Vehicles’ decal must be displayed on the vehicle
to qualify for the exemption.  The bill prohibits the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
from issuing more than 75,000 decals for specified hybrid vehicles.  See AB 2628 for
details.

• Assembly Bill 2600 (AB 2600) was signed by the Governor on September 29, 2006, which
extends the HOV lane provisions of AB 2628.  AB 2600 increases the number of carpool
decals available for qualified hybrid vehicles by 10,000 to 85,000 decals.  It also extends
the sunset date of the program by three years to January 1, 2011.
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HOV LANE LEGISLATION
• Senate Bill 63 (SB 63) which became effective January 1, 2000, reduced the minimum occupancy

requirement from 3 to 2 persons per vehicle on the I-10 El Monte Busway, on a 24-hour basis.
Signs were changed and the facility was monitored through electronic counts, tachometer runs, and
manual counts for six months.  The Department submitted an operational report to the Legislature.
The conclusion – The HOV facility became congested for a couple of hours during the morning and
afternoon peak periods; Buffer violations increased from vehicles exiting the congested HOV lane;
Observed a significant reduction of 3-person carpools; Public inquiries increased to various
agencies and officials regarding the facility.

• Assembly Bill 71 (AB 71) which became effective July 1, 2000, allowed certain clean air vehicles to
use the State’s HOV system, regardless of the number of people in the vehicle.  The Department of
Motor Vehicles’ decal must be displayed on the vehicle to qualify for the exemption.  Signs were
installed on all HOV facilities in California.

• Assembly Bill 769 (AB 769) which became effective July 24, 2000, overrode Senate Bill 63, and
restored the 3 or more occupancy requirement during the peak hours, on the I-10 El Monte Busway.
Senate Bill 63 had attracted too many users to the HOV lane and caused considerable congestion
to peak hour traffic.  These delays were conveyed to elected officials and various agencies.  The 3
or more persons requirement is currently in effect Monday through Friday from 5-9a.m. and 4-
7p.m.; The 2-person carpools are allowed to use the HOV lanes all other times.  Signs were
changed and the facility was monitored for five months.  The Department submitted an operational
report to the Legislature.  The conclusion – The facility is no longer congested, however the
occupancy violation rate in the peak period sometimes reaches 50%; More regulatory signs
displaying the hours and occupancy requirement were added to the facility; Implemented increased
presence and enforcement by the California Highway Patrol.  The 3+/2+ variable occupancy HOV
lane is still in effect with FHWA approval.

• Assembly Bill 1871 (AB 1871) which became effective January 1, 2001, began an 18-month
demonstration project to evaluate part-time use of the HOV lanes on State Route 14 between Santa
Clarita and Palmdale. This project only allows carpools in the HOV lanes during peak periods
(Southbound, 5-9a.m. and Northbound, 3-7p.m., Monday - Friday).  Solo drivers are allowed to use
the HOV lanes all other times.  The double-yellow buffer lines will remain throughout the
demonstration, and users still need to observe the designated openings for entering and exiting the
HOV lanes.  Some of the openings (ingress/egress locations) were lengthened in April 2001 to
provide more access on the steep uphill grades of the facility.  FHWA has agreed with the
recommendation of Caltrans to continue with the part-time operation of HOV lanes on SR-14
freeway until such time as needed to convert to full-time, given the Route 5/14 direct connectors will
be completed in the year 2010.

• Assembly Bill 2628 (AB 2628) was signed by the Governor and became law on January 1, 2005,
with a sunset date of January 1, 2008.  This bill allows hybrid vehicles meeting specified criteria to
use the High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes regardless of the number of occupants.  The
Department of Motor Vehicles’ decal must be displayed on the vehicle to qualify for the exemption.
The bill prohibits the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) from issuing more than 75,000 decals for
specified hybrid vehicles.  See AB 2628 for details.

• Assembly Bill 2600 (AB 2600) was signed by the Governor on September 29, 2006, which extends
the HOV lane provisions of AB 2628.  AB 2600 increases the number of carpool decals available for
qualified hybrid vehicles by 10,000 to 85,000 decals.  It also extends the sunset date of the program
by three years to January 1, 2011.
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